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18. And I ſay alſs uno thee; tbas thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock I will build _ 
my church, and the. gates of bell ſhall 
nt prevail againſt it. 


19. Ad I vill give unto thee the heys of the 

Lingam of heaven, and whatſoever thou , 
Wo” Teal bind on earth ſhall. be bound in 
__... .: heaven, and-what thou, ſhalt looſe 
en earth ſhall be led in heaven... . -, 


: 
* 


z 


> 
— 


HEN the. Chriltian, religion. 
BE was firſt preached among the. 
(8 Gentiles, it prevailed by its own 
A / divine excellence and purity ;, 
but in proceſs of time, the am- 
2 bition and avarice of men de- 
formed its native beauty, and Weakened ita 
influence, by blending it with worldly; power, 
till by degrees the ſpiritual kingdom of Chriſt, 
which conſiſts in righteouſheſs and peace, Was 
changed into a temporal monarchy. over the 
bodies and fouls. of men under one, ſovereign, 
Pontiff, who arrogated the title of Succeſſor of 
St. Peter, and Vicar-General of Chriſt upon 


Earth. 6.510 
Aa When 


* | 
”- 


. 


4 


. 
| PN aſſumed the ſupreme power 
in eccleſiaſtical affairs, and maintained it 
© ſome hundreds of years.“ They confirmed 
the elections of called councils, and 
eſtabliſhed their canons by Ac: Imperial edict: 


They 2 — religious cauſes, 
and depo t — 2 into he- 


rey. 5 bine therefore, in the life of Cas 
Kantine, — him «02, 63107: the general 
bifhop, or director of all things relating to 
the external polity of the church. But _ 
| the empire was divided and broken, by the 
tion of the barbarous nations, the 


af Rome ſtarted his claim to a ey: of 
jurifdiftion over all Chriftiah bi and 
taking advantage of the diſtractions of the em- 


pire, entirely threw off the Imperial 
about the IX th or Xth century, and aſſumed 
an abiblute authority, not — aver the Cler- 
95 but oyer Kings and Emperors, and the 
Whole Chriftian world, in al — wie 4 
eclefiaſtical. Some ages after, there was a 
ferce conteſt about the ſupremacy. of the P 
cer the whole collective body of the church. 
And tho this point was nat abſolutely deter- 
- mined in the council of Trent, Bellarmine, 
the celebrated Romi/h champion, and his fol- 
lowers, have declared it unlawful to appeal 
from the ſentence of the Pope to of farure 

z OY council. 


ke, 


u 
5 Spank, ke. Hiſt. p. 1102. d Sec. xv. 


ap 


obedience to his 3 
jects are abſolved from their allegiance, and 


(5] 

Ties a vaſt and boundleſs empire of 
ſition and ſlavery that is corned upon 
uſurpation ; PO a OY 
believe whatever the Pope decrees, and t 
e priate" tan? bed. Mig" arch 17 
ſovere! princes are _ or refuſe 
2 and 1 s di- 
Rates, the trumpet is ſounded to ſedition, ſub- 


ſuper- | 
n this 


commanded to bind their my. in chains, and 
r 1 fetters of iron. If his Holineſs 
leaſed to interdict whole kingdoms, the 
7 ick worſhip of God muſt ceaſe, and their 


| remples de ſhut up eill they return 10 their du- . 


ty Vaſt contributions have been raiſed, 
and — by F paid annually into the 

by Peter*s-pence, as; Air fruits 
an texte of ene of rhe gy: the fale of indulg 


es, 

and other holy wares of the like 
kind, for or the ſapport of his unrighteous do- 
minion. It was uſual in England, before the 
Reformation, to a tenth, and ſometimes a 


fifth of all eccleſiaſtical livings, for the ſervice 
of the church, or ſome expedition into the 
Holy Land, which confidering the vaſt num- 


ber bf Reliviqus Flonks in thoſe times, pro- 
duced an incredible revenue. Upon a compu- 
tation, made by order of king Henry III. in 
the year 1245, it appeared, that more money 
was carried out of England annually by the 
Pope's authority, than all the revenues of the 


ctoun put together. c And without doubt, 


' the 
2 Favs Ads and Mon. p. 325, _ 


[6] 
the whole riches of the nation had been con- 
veyed away thro this channel, beyond reco- 
very, had not the ſtatutes of Prov/e 5 and. 
Premumire taken place. Fierce and bloody 
wars have been kindled 3 in the Chriſtian world. 
by his direction, not to mention the more 
compendious ways of diſpatching hereticks by 
poiſon or murdering now and then an hundred 
thouſand in cold blood, as in the maſſacres of 
treland, Paris, and the valleys of Piedmont. 
Our nation has been a ab. x example: of 
all theſe in their turns. Never did Popery | 
triumph with leſs controul in all I falſe and 
Jnr year than in this iſland: for ſeveral 
: ears. And when the:all-wiſe Provi- 
| God raiſed up thoſe glorious inſtru- 
_ of the Reformation, who delivered ug 
from ſuch barefaced uſurpation, our holy mo- 
ther the church became as mercileſs as e had 
been tyrannical and inſatiable, and in the great- 
neſs of her charity excommunicated our rulers, 
diſſolved the government, and doomed our 


fore-fathers, with all their poſterity, to tem- 


poral miſery, and eternal perdition. 

How monſtrous and groundleſs ſoever this 
| empire may appear, it has had the moſt pub- 
lick and ſolemn ſanctions of their church. 

In the Lateran council. it was decreed, 
That the Roman High-Prieſt holds a prima- 
«. cy over the univerſal church, as ſucceſſor of 
«© St. Peter, prince of the a poftles; that he is 
« the true lieutenant of Cini, and head of 
« ;the _— the father and doctor of al 


« Chriſtians, 


[7] 
-« Chriſtians, to whom all power is committed 
„hto feed, direct, and govern the Catholick 
„ church under Chriſt. * Hence he claims 
the:fole right of defining points of do@tine, 


and deciding controverſies of faith, without | 


liberty of appeal, even to a general council; 
— binding and looſing, opening and ſhut- 
ting the gates of heaven at his pleaſure. To 
ſecure theſe: powers, with many others of the 
like extravagant nature, he exacts the moſt 
ſolemn oaths from his clergy, and particular 
ly from the biſhops, - who ſwear, To be 
, faithful and obedient to St. Peter, and to 
the holy Raman church, and our Lord the 
„Pope his ſucceſſor, to receive and execute 
„ all his commands, to diſcover all plots and 
* conſpiracies againſt him, to preſerve and 
defend the royalties of St. Peter. to the ut 
* moſt of their power, and to perſecute and 
9 ſe all hereticks, ſchiſmaticks, and re- 
bels to our faid ſovereign lord the Pope, or 
his ſucceſſors. So that all cl of 
the church of Rome; not born within the 
verge of the Eccleſiaſtical State, are ſubjects f 
a foreign power, and bound by the moſt ſa- 
ered ties to lay violent hands on all who 
TH a religion different from their o.]n 
or is leſs care taken to ſecure the allegiance 
of the Lay- converts, who upon their reception 
into the Romiſb communion, are obliged to 
make the following ſolemn profeſſion of their 
faith: I acknowledge the holy, catholick, 
3 „ apoſtolick, 


-® Spqnh. Ecc. Hiſt, p. 1830. 


<, Canons, ge 
« the council of Trent, and 1 do antthema- 
* tige all contrary thereunto, and all 
« hereſies which the church has condemned, 
rejected, and anathematized,” |: : 

This is the current doctrine of the Rewer 

church, which no man can reje without: be- 
ing reputed an enemy; to the — dee, 
and is eſteemed of uch i imp 
Boniface VIII. in one of his decrees 
glared and pravounecd: it of e 
N Cardinal Bellarmine ſays, the doctrine of 
1 aft unlicle af their 

And we muſt concut with chem! in 

Avis this to be the baſis of the hole con- 
troverſy, and if well eſtabliſhed, that their 
church is built upon a rue; but if it ſtands 
condemned by the concurrent teſtimony: of 
Soripture, antiquity, and reaſon, the:$ounda» 
tions of Popery arte ; blown' up, W 
weildy fabrick falls to pieecss. 

Let us therefore conſider, Firſt, . 
dempp by am is "op 


[9] 
"Firſt, ve are ro conſſder the evidence 20hich 
the Papi produce to'' ſupport the. above-men- 
tioned” fupremacy. Had our Lord appointed a 
vicar-general on earth, we might expect to 
meet not only with his name in Scripture, but 
with the time and manner of fus inſtalment, 
and with the deed of conveyance to his ſuc- 
ceſſors, in the moſt plain and fignificant 
words; of 1 Tak that e in 
every anti t moſt an- 
tient ers of a * conſent in any 
ing, it is in a general. filence about this mat- 
ter: The whole ſtreſß of the evidence is there- 
fore laid upon the following obſcure bon me- 


eee e t 


K f Thou art Pter, and upon "hrs Hook 
Twill build my charch.” lere they argue (in 
_ their late on of faith for the reception 

of converts into the'church) * fromthe very 
er name of Petey, or Cpu, which fignifics 


„ Rect 3 which name our Lord, uh does 


40 without reaſon, gave to hnim who 
* befbre was called Sn, o ſignify that he 
= ſhould de 1s 4 get er gte 0 
* nch he would build his church“ 


Jorne learned men interpret the g, of the 


confeſſion of Peter's faith, mentiotied: 4 verſe 
or two before, where our Loid* having aſked 
His diſciples, bonn men ſaid he was, addreſ- 


ſes to his apoſtles; hom ſoy je that Tam? | 


Simon Peter anſwered arid faid, Thou art Chri 


am. 
bs 


of which b in this nid werk | 


| BY ane te Boing Got  Whereupon, after 


SA 
a commendation of his faith, our Lord re- 
plies, v. 16. T jay alſo unto thee, thou art Pe- 
ter, and upon THIS Rock, that is, upan the 
confeſſion thou haſt made ꝙ me, I will build my 
church. This interpretation is countenanced 
by many doctors and fathers of the antient 

rch. St. Chryſeſtome, in his comment up- 

on the place, ſays, Upon the rock, that is, upon 
the faith of Peter's confeſſion, I will build my 
church. And again, He did not build the 
church upon the man Peter, but upon his 
faith. ' Theodoret, St. Auſtin, and ſome of 
the 288 writers themſelves, are of this 
e ee W PERL 936! 
But admitting, with St. Cyprian and others, 
Peter himſelf was the roch, What reſemblance 
is there between a roc and a governo at 
leaſt, What aſſurance can we have, that the 
metaphor preciſely imports this ſenſe, hen it 
may as fairly be interpreted to. another? The 
rock of the church may fignify its foundation 
or e. and thus it may have a particular 
reſpect to St. Peter, who laid the foundation 
of the firſt Chriſtian church at Fernalem, by 
his excellent ſermon, Achs 2d, and made the 
firſt Gentile converts in Ceſarea, according to 

the inſtruftions. he received afterwards, by a 

viſion from heaven,” And this was all the 

Nour he claimed, when ſtanding up in W 


, © Chryfeft, in John 7 30 | 4. 8 IL 
. * More teſtimonics to this purpoſe may be ſeen. in Dr, 


- 


4 Barren“ learned treatiſe on the Supremacy, p. 55, &c, 
0 Vid. Whitby in Joc, © Acts x. 9 &e, 


1 
eil at Jeruſalem, he ſaid, Men and brethren, 
— — 4 good while age God choſe mne _— 
among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles fhauld 
bear tbe word. But in this work St. Peter 
could have no ſucceſſor, becauſe that would 
be in effect to ſay, the foundations of the 
Chriſtian church were not yet laid, which was 
fully accompliſhed above fixteen hundred years 


But if by th the mal ee 
foundation upon which the church's faith is 
built, it can Ss no particular reference to 
St. Peter, becauſe the Scripture repreſents our 
Lord himſelf as the foundation and corner 
ſtone of his church: The fone which the buth- 
ders refuſed (ſays the Pſalmiſt) the ſame is be- 
come the hegd of the corner.* Which paſſage 
our Saviour applies to himſelf, Matt. xxi. 42. 
And it is an honour in which he will not be 
rival'd, for other foundation can no. man lay 
than that is laid, even Jeſus Ghrift.* But 
next under him, the twelve apoſtles are the 
foundations and pillars of the Chriſtian 

who were equally commiſſioned to preach the 
Goſpel to all nations, and furniſhed with ex- 
traor abilities and powers for that pur- 

poſe : 77 are built (lays St. Paul to the 


2 ) upon. the — of the 8 and 


prophets, 1. e. upon their eus 
_Chrift — being the thief DON es Vos 

is no particular W223 St. Pere, which 
2 | One 


i Pal. cxvill, 20. man 
! Eph, xi. 30. 185 : 


[x2 ] 
one might reaſonably a had he 
| ow of the apoſtles. You ſay the church 
| d on Peter, (ſays St. Hierom) but the 
e agen all the apoſtles. The twelve 


ns 47 — 2 of orthodoxy, 
rock of the church, (th another antient 


author). And St. Bafil adds, That Peter was 
but one of the mountains upon which the. Lord 
did promiſe to build his church.® This is the 
language of all antiquity ; and whatever rank 
Peter might hold among the apoſtles, or what 
peculiar regards he mig — his coun: 
trymen the Jeus, a5 dhe pfl of the circum- 
cin, it is certain he did not equal the apoſtle 
Haul among the Gentiles: St. Paul was pro- 
perly their apoſtle, and he glories in it; I am 
ebe apoſtle of 2 Gentiles (ſays he) and Grace 
was given me of God, that I ſhould be the mi- 
niſter of Feſus Chrift to the Gentiles : * In this 
province he laboured more abundantly than 
the reſt, and with greater ſucceſs, ſtriving to 
preach the Goſpel where Chriſt had not been 
named, leſt he ſhould build upon another's 
foundation; on which account he certainly 
deſerves the higheſt honours.  -/ 
But if after all, the Papiſts will build their 
church upon the ſupremacy of St. Peter, let 
e e Woot ps upon this very rock it has 
ts upremacy being the firſt point 
ont the made way for the Re- 
nen. This cut * the Britiſp Iſlands 
. 5 p | from | 
Nu. n Rom., xi. 132. 
Rom. xv. 20. | | 


a ry ryan and is, n 
opimion, that ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of 
offence, a ing e e e e 
on her, _— oo VE 
The 22 
Se e latter part 3 
, A Tiff ive ee thathow of he 
kingdom of heaven; N alt 
bind on earth, ſball be bound in heaven; and 
ehat/oe thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be 


6 r as 
te when a king gives to one of his officers the 
« keys of a city, he thereby declares that he 
6 makes him governor of that city.” Are the 
keys then the enſigns of ſu authority ? 
The Scribes and Phariſees had them in our 


were ſu 
— and b. e et be fr 


iſs their wealace. The lain meaning 


af the is this: The &z bea ven is 
the kingdom of the Meſſiah, and the leys are 
S 9 | 


ye ſhall 
"= IS, 
- what- 


— 50 


the Gentiles, It follows, ee 
ind on earth, ſhall be . in h 


\ 


44 4 

whatever you ſhall 4 to be forbidden un- 
der pain of my diſpleaſure, ſhall render the 
offender obnoxious to my wrath ; and whatſo- 
ever things ye ſhall looſe on earth, tho once re- 
quired by the law of Moſes, men ſhall be al- 
lowed to do them without incurring my diſplea- 
ſure. But whatever is meant by this grant, no- 
thing was peculiarly promiſed to St. Peter, be- 
cauſe in other places it is given in common to 

all the apoſtles, Math. xvii. 18. Verily I /, 
£ * Whath bever y E ſhall bind on Fax 
all let bound in 3 and whatſoever vx foal 

41 on earth, ſhall be looſed in heaven. Again, 
ourLord a ppeared to his apoſtles after his 
reſurrection, he — upon them, and ſaid, 
Receive ye the holy Ghoſt; 2 6 Ravdur hag ſont 
me, even ſo T fend you whoſeſoever fins VE re- 
mit, they are remitted unto them; and whoſefoever 
YE retain, they are retained? The apoſtles 
had the diſcerning of ſpirits, and theextraordina- 
ry gifts of the Holy Ghoſt to direct theirjudg- 
ments in the exerciſe of their extraordinary pow- 
ers; and if his Holineſs of Rome can convince the 
world, he is poſſeſſed of the fame infallibleSpinit, 
I think all mankind ſhould kiſs his flipper, and 

apply to him in the moſt humble manner, for 
an admiſſion into the kingdom of heaven. 
A third paſſage inſiſted upon by the advo- 
cates for St. Peter's ſupremacy is Luke xxu. 31, 
32. The Lord ſaid, Simon, Simon, behold Satan 
2. defired to have thee, that he might winnow 

thee as wheat ; but US js thee, that 
7 


8 J xx. 23 — RY 


[#5] 


thy faith fail not; and when thou art converted, 
ftrengthen thy: brethren. In which text (ſay 
the Ronan i te our Lord not only. declared 
«- his lar concern for Peter, in praying 
<« that his faith might not fail, but alſo com- 
5 mitted to him the care of his brethren, the 

* other apoſtles, in charging him to confirm 
cc and ſtrengthen them.” The words have a 
manifeſt reference to St. Peter's denial of his 
maſter in the high-prieſt's hall; when his faith 
was in ſuch danger of failing, that if-our 


Lord had not looked upon him, it might ne- 
ver have recovered; "but when ke —ͤ—ͤ—„— 


ſtored, he exhorts him toconfirmand ſtrengthen 
his brethren, who not being able to abide the 
like trial, forſook their Maſter and fled, when 
he was apprehended i in the garden. What re- 
lation this can have to St. Peter's ſupte 
over the reſt of the apoſtles, or to the 
juriſdiction of his ſucceſſors over the Whole 
Chriſtian world, is hard to diſcover. The pri- 
mitive Chriſtians eneouraged each other to ſuſ- 
fer martyrdom; and the confeſſors and mar- 
tyrs in Queen Mary's days ſtrengthened and 
confirmed their — bh priſon, by confe- 
rence, by wm 1D. and prayers, without 

claiming an authority er their n Men 
- muſt be reduced — Ks — extremities, when 
they build men nn 

8 + 4 

2 laſt paſſage of Script infiſledion! is 
our Lord, in al- 


ohn Xxi. 15, 16, 17. W 
hon to 2 8 IP denied him thrice, com- 


mands 


_ «« that is, of the whole church.” Who could 
ftained in this harmleſe 


when they 
| he > or paſtor of the church F. When the 
- e 

he commanded them to take heed of the: 


[ 26 ] 
mands him three. times fo feed bis Jambs and bis 
In which text (ſays the late Catechiſm) 
x Sur Lofd in n moſt ſolemn manner thrice 
4 committed to St. Peter the care of his whole 
« flock, of all his ſheep without exception, 


— — ſovereignty could be con- 
And what ts 
there in it to St. Peter? Was not the 
amt commiſſion given to all the apoſtles, 
were commanded to teach all nati- 


to every 


ons? And is not che like charge given 


Paul took leave of the elders of 


over which the Holy Ghoſt had —— 
overſeers to feed the church Gu, which e 
he had purchaſed with his and St. Peter, 
in one of his catholick epiſtles to the 
that were ſcattered thro” Domu, Gul 
. — the elders umvng 
7 their pverul Jocks; taking the 
overſight of them — — but :wit- 
— * not for filthy lucre, but of 4 


e i the whol onidene by. which this 
Important doctrine is fi If chen it 
I ID. 
the as being the eldeſt 
firſt in 3 he ſtood high in the 
eſteem of vur Lord, on urchunt of his courage 


een boldneſs in his r r a. 
f 


a | RPA foe 28, 


(647 
Pear from the texts above · mention d, of anỹʒ 
othery that am authority was given him over 
che reſt of che apoſtles; much Teſs chat he was 
head of the univer fal chireh, and 


con 
Ne of Chriſt r weve 
I. 12/1914} 5 
We pesesde ue d place, a pode 


the ncs from rs and antiquity, 
which demonſtrate the falſeneſs of thisclaim. 
And firſt; There is not the leaſt mention of 
Lace If Peter had been ap- 
nted primate of the apoſtles, with juriſdicti- 
over cks whote ehiſtian ehurch, is it conſiſt- 
be withthe wiſdom arid coodneſs ef God not 
ts mention it in enpreſ words, eſpecially if che 
3 it is of the utmoſt importance to 
the very being of Ohriſtianity, and the eternal 
hap of mankind? But is any thing, like 
. ths recorded in the whole Ne Feftament ? 
Surly St. Paw muſt have been guilty of a very 
2 when he was enumerating the 
crab oſficers of the Chriſtian church, not to 
mention the CMI ITI For he fays no more, 


than that our Lord me apoſtles; ſome pro- 
2 ewungeli The, owe pry 155 

And more exprefsly in his epiſtle to the 
3 God hath fet ſome in the church, 
joſe am ſecondarily prophets, third! feach- 
eri, and after that miranes and gift, H our 
' Lord had conſtituted a ſupreme head, ſhonld 
it not rather have been, oo hath ſer forte in 
the church; firſt, a Pope 3 ſecondarily, 27 

i eee 


* 21 ad 5 . 
9 Bobef. iv. 's, 11. Gi Car. xii. 28. 
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0 (4B) 
ſiles.; thirdly, ' prophets 3" and then paſturs and 
teachers? Bot ge Paul knew no ſuch; officer: 

5 La gb Our Lord himſelf bas gory 

clared againſt a iority among his apoſtles 

When Th — among them Who 
ſhould be greateſt, he preſently puts an end 
to it, not by "ig the- perſon, but by aſſu- 
ring them he intended no ſuch — at The 
kings of the earth. exerciſe: lordſhip. over. their 
ſubjetts ; but. ye ſhall not be ſo; but be that is 
greater, [i. e. in gifts or knowledge] ler him be 
4s the younger; and be tbat is chief; ad he that 
does ſerve.(t) When two of che apoſtles, James 


and. Fobn, affected a pre- eminence abede the 


reſt, by deſiring to ſit, one at our Lord's right 
hand, and the other at his left in his Kingdom, 
he rejected their ſuit, and check d their ambi- 
tion, (a) by telling them they knew nat what 
they as ; and when- the other ten Heard 1, 
they were — with indignation. (a) Atuhother 
time, whem a diſpute aroſe among them who 
ſhould be greateſt, as ſoon as our Lord heard 
of it, Be ſat —— and called the twelve; and ſaid 
unto them, If any man defire to be finft, the 


ſhall be laſt of all, and ſervant of all ( x) Anda: 


ſermon againſt the N e he ſays to bis diſ- 


ciples, Be not ye called Rabbi; for one is 

maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are bretberm (9) 
Thirdly, Neither did the apoſtles. after / uur 

Lord s aſcenſion into beaven admit it. There is 


no inſtance i in the New, Teftgment-of St. Pe- 


lake: M. 14 141 nd ters 

x xxi.24. ( wk 37, 38. 5 — 

"om Mark ix. 35˙* * 0 * xxiii, 8. * 
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(19) 
ter's fetting himſelf up for head of the church, 


or laying his commands on the reſt of the apo 
ſtles, but rather the contrary. When the at 
ſties at Feruſalem heard that the people a- 


Sameria Had received the word, A ent Pe- 
ter and Joln (z) to pray for them, at they 
might receive the Holy Ghoſt; 70 in obe 
dience to their orders, readily undertook the 
journey, and diſcharged their truſt. "Nor. did 
Paul and Barnabas appeal to St. Peter in the 
controverſies that aroſe between them about the 


neceſſity of circumciſion: but prank: the 
ſton to all the apoſtles and elders at \ ver 
who. when they had conſider d it,  return'd- 


an anſwer, (a) not in the name of PR TER, by 
divine appointment prince of the apoſtles, and 
lieutenant general of Cbriſt upon earth; but 
in the common name of the apoſtles, elders, 
and brethren. (5) Nor does St. Peter in his wri- 
tings affect an authority over his brethren; 


9 0 is noching of the r or "Feng of 1 
C 2 ſove· 


00 Ads v vii, 14 (a) ARs xv. 2, 23: 
(6) The: tathers in expreſs terms aſſert all the * to 


be 2 ordinate in power and authority. St. Cyprian ſays, Hee 
erant ut que & cateri appftoli quod fuit Petras; hart conſortio predits 
S honoris & poteſtatir, , The other apoſtles were that which Petey 
was, invefled with an equality of honour and 3+ St, ee 
ſays, that st. Paul becbeth that each apoſtle did 


dignity, in Gal. ji. 8. and comparing St. paul to St. beter, be calls 
St. Paul, enter „ equal in honour to him; adding, 


cory 
to 1e 66 » for I will not as yet f. more, in 
Gal.” ry Se. 2 Ta, 28 — all che 
| eue the three firſt ae che ſame language. | 


(any; 
ſovereigo-Pontiff in his catholick epiſtles, but. 
the ſofteſt and moſt condeſending language, 
like one that would be thought to be leaſt of 
the Apoſtles rather than the greateſt, The elders 
That are among you I exhort, who alſo am an El. 
DE R, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Cbriſt, 
and a pertaker of the glory that ſhall be reveal- 
ed. (c) And tho” St. Paul was born out of due 

time, and did not ſee our Lord in the fleſh, 

yet in nothing was he behind the. very CHIEF 
the apoſtles; (d) and with regard to St. Peter 7 
withſtood bim to the face; which is more i 

than the ſtouteſt Cardinal would venture to do, 1 

to his pretended ſucceſſor at Rome, But, 

Fourthly, It does not appear that St. Peter 

was biſhop of Rome. I will not affirm, with 

ſome learned criticks, that St. Peter never was 

there, but it is more. than probable he was 

not their biſhop. Baronius and other Popiſh 

writers affirm, that St. Peter became biſhop of 

Rome in che ſecond year of Claudius Cæſar, 

A. C. xL11, and fat in the epiſcopal chair 25 

years. And the late Catechiſm fays, He 

© tranſlated his chair from Antioch to Rome, 

ang: died biſhop of that city.” But they do 

not tell us how he became 2 whether our 

Lord appointed him their biſhop, or the apo- 

ſtles ordained him, or the people elected him, 

or he thruſt himſelf into the office. Nor is 

there any account of it in ſeripture, or the an- 

cient fathers. We read in the New Teſtament 

of St, Feed being ar Js k, at Antinch, 


0 1 Pet. 7. 1. (d) Gal. i. 11. 


_ 7 1 
at Babylon, and at Curint b, but not once of his 
being at (e) Rowe, unleſs Babylon ſtands for that 
city, which the Romaniſis are not — to ad- 
mit upon other occaſions. We are told of his 
travels thro' Cappadocia, Sicilia, Pantus and By». 
thinia, and moſt Parts of Afa; and yet, accord- 
ing to St. Lale, the chief of his famous acts 
were done in Paleftene : ſo that if he was bi- 
ſhop of Rome, it muſt be allowed that for the 
moſt part he was a non-reſident. But is it poſ- 
ſible to pp that St, Peter reſided at Rome 
as biſbop of that city, and that St, Paul in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, written fifteen years af- 
ter his ſuppoſed tranflation, ſhould not ſalute 
him among the reft of the brethren, whoſe 
names he mentions in the ſixteenth chapter? 
Nor in his epiſtle to the Galatians, Ephefians 
Philippians, Coloſſians, and ſecond to T imat by, al 
written from Rome; where he lived two whole 
years in his own hired houſe; not once ſend his 
ſalutation among others to the ſeveral churches? 
He was certainly not at Rome, when St. Paul, 
writing from that city to the Coloffans, ſays that 
Tychicus, Onefimus, Ariftarchus, Marcus ane 
Fuſtin were alone his fellow-labourers, which 
had been a comfort to him () nor when St. Paul 
made his firſt defence before-Ce/ar, and ſaid, 
T hat no man ftood with bim, but all men :forſook 
him ; no, nor at his ſecond appearing before 
Nero, when the time of his ure was at 
hand; (C) for having ſent the ſalutations of a 


the 


(e Spanbeim, 5 $36 $37- * % > TEE 
() Col. iv. 214 : (8) 2 Tim. iv. 16, 21. 


(22) | 
the brethren to Timothy and partieularly of Eu- 
bulus, Pudens, Linus and Claudia, he takes no 
notice of Peter; which is un pardonable, if he 
was then biſhop of the city. The writers of 
the firſt age are alſo ſilent upon this head. Ma- 
ny legends and fabulous reports were raiſed of 
St. Peter after his death; but (fays the learned 
Foſeph Scaliger) from the end of the Acts of the 
apoſtles to the time of Pliny the younger, (who 
lived under the Emperor Trajan) there is no- 
thing certain in the hiſtory of the church. 

- Beſides, tis hardly credible that St. Peter, 
| being the c oor poll, and a general officer in the 
_ church, ſhould condeſcend. to become biſhop of 
_— fingle city, and is as great a difparagement 
g d his character, as if the general of an army 
| | thou id lay down his. commiſſion. to become 


* 


in of a private company ;- for the fo 


ers are hardly conſiſtent in one perſon. The 
Os ee were commiſſioned to preach the goſ- 
| "* PR all nations, but a G bp is to reſide in his 
| joceſe, and feed the particular flock commit- 
| ted to his charge. If then St. Peter was an 
* 1 "OY apoſtle, he could not perform the duty of à þ7- 
1 8 dy reſiding in one city or neighbourhood; 
if he was a ibo, he could not diſcharge 
Ec office of an apoſtie by travelling into diftant 
\Sountries. So that here is a failure in the fun- 
- ation ; for if St. Peter was not biſhop of. Rome, 
© hs impoſſible: the preſent Pope ſhould be his 
5 tycceffor. D 
Feifthly, IF we feould admit that St. peter 
was biſhop yo o. Roms the grant of the fupremacy 
might be on — and terminate with bim- 


. 


| 
lll 


* 


For the ſtory of his tranſlation by a 2 


ni froter, and 


Weng) 
felf. For it is agreed on both ſides, that the Scrip- 
ture makes no mention of Peter's ſucceſſors: 
and we all know the apoſtolical office did not 


deſcend till after ages. The Catechiſm ſays, 
that it is evident by the unanimous 
« of, the fathers, and the tradition of the 
« church in all ages, that the commiſſion 
< given to St. Peter deſcended to the Popes or 
5 biſhops of Rome. * But I may venture to 
challenge all that is between this and Rome to 
prove ſuch conſent ; the fathers never dream id 
of an univerſal monarch over the whole 
church, and are entirely ſilent about it; but if 
8 were not, neither their authority, nor the 


ſucceflors, in that See have the better clamm 


ja a 
ble; 


che firſt rank among their brethren, but Hit 


Holinsſs of Rome had no higher title than Dem. 
Comminiſter, a Brother and Fel- 
E oe ne ne l 


— 


(24) 

hno-Servant, fot ſeveral ages. Pope Grego#y I. 
who lived 3 Jab- 
horred the title of Oecumenical or un ere 
Biſhop, calling it a diabokeal- uſurpation, and 
the forerunner: of -antichtMt 4" and he gives 
theſe reaſons for it in his Epiſtles; becauſe it 
was never given to Sc. Perer; becauſe none of 
the biſhops of Rome till that time had aſſumed 
it; becauſe it was contrary to the canons, to 
the decrees of the fathers, and an affront to 
ty God himſelf. The Biſhop of Rome 
then did nor preſume to call couneils by his 
own ſovereign authority, nor ſit a8 judge 7 
— of faith, much leſs to d 
ſovereign princes ; nay, he had not ſo mue * 
a caſting voice, nor ſo ſmall a preference key tdb 
fign the Canons always in the fieft place. The 
four firſt general councils were convened 
2 command of the Roman Empere 
ix; perſon, or by their deputics; 
Feng Pope's ſupremacy was not thought of 
f he above 500: years after: Chriſt, 'nor obrained 
after many ſtruggles till almoſt a thouſand, © 
_ »| (Sixthly, H we ſhould grant for 

. — fupremacy deſcended ro = "Pe. 
ters ſucceſſors in the See of Rome, — — 


it almoſt rmpoſſible to derive the' fuceg — 
+ prey line through the erage — 1 75 
vvho can — there — 


And yet the Popiſh 

= 2 choſe-only 
from the apoliles are the heirs of the ap 
« —— e wh N 
Lili py n * 


"x (f) pink. p- 1068. 


* 


(33 ) 
en right to the ſcriptures, to the adminiſtra- 
ee tion of the ſacraments, or any ſhare in the 
n office 3 it is their drofies inheritance 
« which they have received from the apoſtles, 
and the apoſtles from Chriſt,” Let us there- 
fore examine this line, upon which the validi- 

of all Chriſtian adminiſtrations depends; if 

is ſhould” fail or be interrupted, the whole 
Chriſt ian church is loſt, for nobody can then 


claim a right to the e 
the paſtoral office. 
Nou the ſucceſſors of St, Ene thaold cet- 
tainly be good men, and endowed with an apo- 
ſtolick ſpirit. A biſtop (ſays the Apoſtle) muf 
be blame eſs, vigilant, pA — of good behavs- 
our, not given to wine'or filthy lucre: (g; But 
has this been the general character of the Ro- 
man Pontiffs ? Have not ſome been reputed 
magicians and necromancers, (5) and others un- 
doubted monſters of iniquity? Witneſs the 
Alexanders, the Hildebrandt, the Gregorys, the 
Boni faces, whoſe lewd and flagitious lives are 
hardly to be parallel'din hiſtory. Barunius their 
own: hiſtorian confeſſes, that Pa a ſucceſſion of 
50 Popes, not one pious or virtuous man ſat in 
the chair; ſome were advanced to the papal 
dignity at 10 or 12 years of age; others have 
been murderers and whoremongers, not to men- 
tion the accounts in hiſtory of a female Pope. 
Are theſe the heirs of St. Peter, and viears of 
Chriſt upon earth? Can the apoſtolical or no 
cerdotal character be convey d 80 ſuch im | 
e How prophane was that ſaying of 72 
D Les, 


0 1 Tin, id. 2. (5) Ads & Mon, V. I. 5. 67 


(46) 
— Quam lucroſa nobis eft fabnla Chriſti i ( Hy, 
Whet a _ #1 «Andi we made of this 
C 1 indeed frees | 
2 Taleghe) (4) chere is not a — 0 . 
« ous way of perſuading men that the Crit 
« an religion is a fable, than to ſet - 
and vicious man as che oracle of it.” | 
The fucceſfors of St. Peter ſhould be ſound in 
the faith, becauſe our Lord hath pray d that 
their faith ſhould not fail. And yet, notwith- 
ſtanding their confident pretences to infallibi- 
try, ſeveral biſhops of Rome have been con- 
demned and depoſed for herefy, (/) their own 
general councils being judges. Bur if the wri- 
tings of the New Feſtament be the ſtandard 
of orthodoxy, what a monſtrous train of doc- 
trines have they introduced comrary to, and 
ſubverſive of the faith once delivered to the 
faints ! — But 1 forbear deſcending to parti- 
culars, leſt I ſhould encroach on the province 
of my worthy brother who next ſyzceeds me, 
and who is much more equa] to the ſervice. 
Further, the true fuccegs of St. Peter 
ſhould be choſen by the prop, and in a 
di finteroſted manner. In ancien#'time the cler- 
_ py and people of Rome elected their own bi- 
mops, the order of Cardinals not being known 
in the Chriſtian church for almoſt a thou. 


ſand years; nor were they the ſole Electors, 
err X. {m) 
ppo- 


till the confticucions of Pope G 
above 1200 years after Chriſt. But ſu 
r e W . 


6 Spanb. p. 1891. (0 v. It. p: 251. 
(!) Pope ab XXIII. and others. () Spanh 170 


4279 
Conclave and obſerve whether the Holy Shoſt 
firs on every head and directs every vote. le 
there no criminal ambition? No bribery and 
corruption? Are there no fimogiacal practioasꝰ 
Do not the intereſts of the ſeveral potentates 
of Europe govern the ballot as much or more 
than the exemplary piety and capacity of che 
candidates ? I che worll i. not very unchari- 
table, che intrigues of the Conclaye exceed 
the moſt refined policy, of all the court of 
Europe together, —Bleſſed- Jeſus! Are OP 
the guardians of thy doctrine, the pillars 
thy church and Kingdom? Can — an ele 
ced by ſuch infamous metheds be thy repreſen. 
fatives t ſucceſſors of the holy apoſtle7 
And after all. the regulations that have been 


4440 10 the Choice of a Pope, by confiming 
the election to the Cardinals, ' (hurting! them 
up in their cells, and allowing none to con- 


verie with them till two thirds are agreed, yet 
the line of ſucceſſion has been notoriouſſy 
broken. For ſeveral years there was noP 

at all, then two or three togecher, (a) who: ti 
vided che profits, and ſpent them in all kinds 
of rioting and debauchery. Onuprius in his 
lives of the Popes reckons up 30 ſchiſms in the 
"Roman church, and Baronius admits 22, the 
moſt conſiderable of which in the 14th Cen- 

continued 50 years; one Pope 

at Rome, and his brother Pope at - Avignon in 
Frunce, each anathematizing the a” and 
condemning his decrees. Now: in every ſchiſm, 
ako leaſt muſt be the 55 if 


(») Spanh. 1516, * 2.4481 & 
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5 (28) 
at Ram were the rightful ſucceſſors of St. 
Peter, all the holy 4 conferred by thoſe at 
| Avignon! muſt be null; and if we ſhould: trace 
this back through twenty or thirty diviſions, I 
doubt the line of ſucceſſion would be loſt long 
before we come up to St. Peter; ſo that if the 
right of the ſcriptures, and adminſteation of 
the ſacraments be the proper inhertnce of 
thoſe only who are heirs of the apoſtles, by an 
_ uninterrupted lineage," it  may-reaſonably be 
queſtioned whether there be'Mny Chriſtian 
church or clergyman in the world; but thanks 
be to God the Chriſtian: religion does not. n | 
upon ſo ſlender. a thread. 
Seventhly, We may argue 8 che ſupre- 
from the extent of theoffice,, which it is not 
| le for à fingle perſon to diſcharge.. The 
of an univerſal:Paſtor is to govern: and 
8 obole church; but who can manage 
univerſal empire? What Atlantick fhpulde 
can ſuſtain the burden of diſpenſing i 
the whole world? What engt o. Fdy 
vigor of mind can go through the ftr of 
| hearing all appeals, of decidi1 all controver- 
ies, and of rectifying all diſorders in the whole 
univerſe ? Foro God has promiſed 20 give hrs 
Son the heathen far bis. inberifpnce, and the 
uttermoſt parti the earth for bis Paſſeſſion;(a) 
If there fore our Lord had intended ſuch a . 
neral officer in bis church, he would * 
niſhed ſome perſons: with ſu 4 
th the reſt of ; mankind to fill the es But 


= any ſuch „ 9 found amongſt 


them ? 
(9) Pal. ii. 8, 


PR 


chem} To r be done by Legates or 
Nuit ios, is nothing to the purpoſe, becauſe the 
Pope only i is infallible; and therefore all appeals - 
are referred to himſelf. Beſides, how vaſt 
muſt be the expence, how great the delay of 
juſtice, and how tedihus the journeys for men 
to travel with their ſuits from all parts of the 
habitable world to Nome for a deciſion? If 
the government of a Kingdom of moderate 
extent, be as much as one wiſe prince can 
manage; or if a ſmall dioceſe be ſufficicnt to 
employ der time and labours of a faithful 
biſhop; how impoſſible muſt it be We a clet- 
man advanced in years, in the decline of 
2 and under vifible decays of body unde 
1 to direct and govern the Chriſtian world. 
The other branch of the epiſcopal e er | 
is to feed rhe ſheep; "this was Biven in | 
St. Peter, and W on all Rieter 
bra nh If his Holineſs re would dif; 
his paſtoral duty, he ought not to-ficin 
ki at Rome, but travel through the/unbe- 
lieving nations, in order tob their converſon. 
Were * ſhepherds of 1/rae/ curiod (p) Varun 
they eat the fat, and cloathed themjeldes wur bit be 
wobl, and filled them that were fed, but Mi nut 
feed the flock? What then muſt be the portion 
of an univerſal biſhop that never preaches at 
all? Does the Pope viſit his diogeſe, or labour 
in word or doctrine? Does he feed his flock 
- with Knowledge and underſtanding? No, but 
e takes: away Nike key of 6a 17 and ha- 
We obliged the people to ſhur their eyes, puts 
into 
(p)Exok» Exxlv. 3, 4. 21 oe 
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into their hands pardons, indulgences, and on- 
ſecrated toys, fitter to pleaſe and quiet froward 
children, than to furniſh a reaſonable mind 
with religion or virtue. 

No if we lay theſe hin author; ina 
conſider, the ſilence of the ſacred records and 
genuine remains of antiquity about a ſupreme 
viſible head 1 1 _ St. hater be- 
ing biſhop o e, an emacy's 
being granted not only to him, but his gcei- 
ſors,” hon which their whole titit depends; the 
character of thoſe who have. fat; in che Papal 
chair ; the impoſſibility of deriving their line: 
age from St. Peter thro ſo many fehifus. and 
_ diviſions; and the extent of the "the alder bach 
is beyond the limits of a finite capacity iò diſ. 
charge, it will amount to a demonſtration that 
che hierarchy of the. church of Ryme is built 
upon the Sana, and that their Papes have no 
better a claim to an apoſtolical ſupremacy over 
the Chriſtian world, than 10 cheir en 


ryigiſts and powers. 
pe - thall conelude his diſcourſe wich the fo 


_ Jowing remarks. 10 
"Pink, Thet es Ca 8 
_ bis . This is the conſtant lan- 
ge of ſcrip One its your. maſter, even 
257 9) Ho bead gf tbe body, ile church, 
that in all things be might haue the pre-eminence. 
—(r) Grd 3 ptit all things: — and 
given bim to be bead auen all ee 
—(5) I would haue yau fu, (gs the _— 
0 * Corinthians) that the bead of every 
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((:32)) 
is Chrift, and the head of Chrift is God. Should 
it not rather have been, the head of 
mats is the Pope; and the head of the Pope is 
Chriſt ? But no head upon earth is capable of 
governing ſuch a body, nor may any man af- 
ſume this honour to himſelf; the Son of God 
alone is equal to this high ſtation, who helds 
mes ſtars in his right hand, and by virtue of 
ti immenſity of his preſence, is capable of 
governing and feeding the diffuſive body of 
Kin durch in every part of the world, (t) Which 
being unite to bim their head, by joint and 
 bdnds, recerveth nouriſhment, and entreaſes with 
tlie increaſe of God, Let no man therefore dare 
toſtake the ſceptre out of his hand, and place 
it in the hands of a frail man, whoſe breath 
is in his noftrils. Kings and Princes may be 
protectors of the church, and defenders of its 
faith from oppreſſion and violence within theit 
dominions, but Chriſt only is our living head. 
Secondly, T he unity of tbe Catbolick church 
does not confiſt in its relation to one viſible bead, 
but in its union to Chrift. All that profeſs true 
faith in im, and love to his difeiples, and who 
adorn their proteſſion by undiſſembled piery 
and virtue, are members of that one myſtical 
body of which he is head; for there is but 
one Body and one ſpirit, one Lord, one faith, one 
fm, ane God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and thro all, and in you uil (uf There 
* is no mention in ſcripture, or primitive an- 
< tiquiry, of an union of all Chriftians under 
100-300 "27 "Mt 2: Daura #69 |! © one 
0) Colof, il, 19. (#) Barrow of Unity of the Church, 
P. 293+ > +7 268 & 195) 
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(32) 

t one political head, (fays the. judicious Dr. 
« Borrow) nor does 10 confi with the na- 
te ture and genius of the goſpel kin 

« which is not of this world, but diſavows 
«. politick artifices, and fleſhly wiſdom ; it dif- 
«< countenances the impoſition of all new laws 
* and precepts, but ſuch as are neceſſary for 
< order and edification ; it diſclaims all world- 
«< ly power and dominion, and is to be govern- 
<«< ed by gentleneſs and meekneſs, argument 
e and perſuaſion: Whereas if it was a political 
* body, (ſays the Doctor) it muſt be the re. 
c verſe of all this; ir muſt be ſupported by 
e riches and wealth, by force and violence, by 
* courts of judicature and penal laws, - All 
* which things do much diſagree from the 

* original defign of the Chriſtian chureh, 
* which is averſe from pomp, doth reject do- 
« mination, does not require craft, wealth, or 


- 


force to maintain it, but did at firſt, and may 
e ſubſiſt without any ſuch _—_— 535 
Thirdly, A ſupreme juri ſdiction authority 
over the Geer church 2 the very mark and 
character of the nan of. fin and jon of perditi- 

en ; who is ſaid, (w) to oppoſe, or exalt himſelf 

above all that is called God, or that is worſhip- 

. ped; jo that he as God fitteth in the temple of | 

Cod, ſhewing that he is God. Kings and Em- 

perors, in the language of ſeripture, are called 

Gods, on account of their ſoyereign authority . 

and power; but his Holineſi of Rome has de- 

clared the ſpiritual power to be above the tem- 

poral; and has ſhewed that he is God, _ 

only 


(w) 2 Theſſ li. 3, 4. | „e 
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only by accepting the titles of Deity; as (z) Maſt 

holy 2 1 God; Prieſt of the 9251 : 
end Ficar General of Chriſt upon Earth ; but 
by treading on the necks of Emperots, by 
kicking of their crowns with. his foot, and 
obliging them to hold his ſtitrup, when he 
mounted his horſe ;- The Emperor Hen#y IV. 
with his Empreſs and little children waited 
three days and three nights barefoor; at the 
gates of the Pope's palace for abſolution, and 
after all loſt his territories, which the haughty 
Pope gave ts Rodulphus, with this inſcription 
about the crown: () Petra dedit Petro, Petrus 
Diadema Rodulpbo: The Rock 4 the Crown to 
Peter, and Peter gives it to Rodulph. If we 


take a view of his Holineſs in his Pontifical 


Grandeur, we may ſec him fitting in the Tem- 
ple of God, upon x Throne high and lifred up, 
with a triple crown on his head, a triple croſs 
in one hand, and a naked ſword in the other, 
with the keys of the kingdom of Heaven at his 
1 and a ſeven- fold feal, in token of the. 

ven · fold gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; ſurrounded 
with Cardinals arrayed in purple, attended 
with ambaſſadors from all nations and when 
he $ in publick, multitudes lie proſtrate 
he pppeans in public, Un de e 
and divine worſhip. Can this be the ſucceffor 
of poor Peter, who told rhe lame man at the 
gate of the Temple, chat filver and gold he had 
none? Or is it not rather the character of that 


e 


O Acts & Mon; V. I. p. ok Spanh. p. 1897. 
b. V. U. Þ 202. 


ume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and deſtroy 
with the brightneſs 2 is coming. . 
Fourthly, How dangerous muſt it be to con- 
tinue in a church, the validity of all whoſe ad- 
miniſtrations depends upon an uninterrupted ſuc- 
ceſſion from St. Peter; for if the line ſhould fail, 
or be broken, the whole Chriſtian world muſt 
return to Heatheniſm, and be left ro the un- 
covenanted mercies of God. Surely if our Lord 
had deſigned to hang the whole of his religion, 
upon this chain, he would have preſerved it en- 
tire, and made every link of it viſible to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the whole world; but as things. 
now ſtand, all is uncertain; a Cbriſtian can 
never be ſatisfied thathe hears the word of God 
from the lips of one that has a right to inter- 
pret it, or receives the holy ſacrament from the 
18 of one that can derive his orders, in a di- 
rect line, from the apoſtles. It is therefore un- 
accountable that any who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtants, ſnould be fond of deriving the validity 
of their Sacerdotal Functions thro' this impure 
and corrupt channel, which has been ſo often 
cut off from its fountain, and is ſo far fromthe 
apoſtolick purity, that it ſeems for ſeveral ages 
to have had no other parent, than the mot ber of 
harlots, and abominations of the earth. The Pro- 
teſtant religion is a much ſafer way of falva- 
tion, which admits perſons duly qualified and 
ſolemnly ſeparated to the paſtoral office, to be 
rightful miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and entitled 
to adminiſter all Chriſtian ordinances with effi- 
cacy, wherever the providence of God ſhall 
e ; 


 Fifthly, 


| (35 ) 
Fifchly, We may obſerve the vaſſalage and 
flavery of the Romiſh communion, which requires 
an abſotute ſubjection of ſoul and body, to the ſo- 
wereigh will and 2 of the Pope. Men muſt 
not judge for themſelves, but take every thing 
upon the word of the Prieſt, who will infure 
their ſalvation at the peril of his own: The in- 
ſpired apoſtle Paul never claimed this privilege; 
he would have (z) Every one perſuaded in big 
own mind, and if they differed, to do it in love ; he 
diſclaims a dominion over the 1358 faith; 
and the apoſtle Peter forbids 185 ders who 
had the'overfight of the flock, (a) to lord it o- 
ver God's heritage. But is this the manner of 
the church of Rome, which requires a blind 
and implicjt faith from all her members, and 
commands vs to lay aſide our underſtandings in 
order to become good Chriſtians? Strange! 
That men ſhould have liberty to exerciſe rheir. 
reaſon in the common affairs of life, and be o- 
bliged to ſhut their eyes and be ſtark blind in 
matters of faith; nay, the Papiſts require us 
not only to lay aſide our underſtandings, but to 
believe in direct oppoſition and defiance to 
them; for if the Pope ſhould decree virtue to 
be vice, and vice virtue, we are bound in con- 
ſcience, (ſays Cardinal Bellarmrne) to beheve it. 
Is there any thing like this among the moſt 
barbarous nations nnn 
But not content with abuſing our conſczen- 
. ces they deprive us of our eſtates and liberties ; 
Popery and flavery are inſeparable ; and an In- 
quiſition in the church is a ſure mark of flavery 
278 0 Phil. iii- 15, 16. (@) 1 Fet. v. 3+ : 


' (£36) 

in the ſtate. The liberties of Exgland grew uf 
with theReformation and will certainly Le with 
it; when Popery got Poſſeſſion of the Rritiſb 
throne in the perſon of King James II. our laws 
were preſently ſuſpended, : our charters taken 
from us, and our wholeconſtitution ſubvetted: 
the knife was then at our throats, and the only 
choice that ſeem d left, was to turn or burn. 
The populace were alarmed, and Proteſtants 
ſhook their chains and groaned for a deliverer, 
which God of his infinl n 2 mercy ſent us in the 
perſon of the great King Wilkem III. who 
without violence or blood delivered this nation 
from Popery 5 and all 1715 from the chains 
and fetters, that a great and ſuccefsfultyrant had 
prepared ERS. 15 aol i 
| 77 follows from hence, in the laſt place, that 
an open toleration of the Popiſh religion is incon- 
fiftent with the ſafety of a free people and @ Pro- 
Teftant Government, Eyery Roman-Catholick 
having profeſſed allegiance to a foreign power 
muſt be an avowed enemy to his King and 
| Suns! It is therefore made death by a very 
5 av for any prieſt to pervert any of his 


lajeſty's ſubjects to Popery; or for any 2 
perſon to be willingly reconciled to the Romiſb 
commultjon, becaule as often as Popery gains a 
proſelyte, the King loſes a ſubject, . Ihe words 
of the ſtatute (5) are theſe, which I the ra- 
ther mention becauſe their laity may not be ac- 
quainted with them; * All perſons pretending 
* ro-have.power, who ſhall abſolve, perſuade, 
or withdraw any of che Queen's ſubjects 

from the religion no eſtabliſhed, to the 
00 23 Eliz. Cape bs t RomuſÞ 
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xc Romiſh religion, or move them to promiſe 
% Obedience to the Sce of Rame, being there- 
<« of lawfully convicted, ſhall ſuffer as in caſe 
« of re if any perſon aſter 
« the end of this parliament, be williogly ab- 
* ſolved, or wi wn as aforeſaid, or wile 
te Iingly be reconciled, or ſhall promiſe any 
4 obedience to any pretended. prince, poten- 
** tate, or uſurped authority from Nome, then 
** every ſuch perſon. their procurors and coun- 
5 ſellors being 9 lavifolly convieed, faal 
ce be taken, tried, and judged, and hall ſuffer 
K Fy in caſes © pun ru So chat, nat 
on every prieſt, but new convert to Papery 
* traytor, and & dend man zy. the laws of l 
; the moſt ſacred obligations being then 
Jud alt es inſufficient. ſecurity, from men wha 
| had delivered up theit oonſciences into che hands 
of thoſe who ein ——— 
their ſins, to abſolve them from che moſt 
ſolemn oaths, or diſ with them, ſor the 
ſervice of the Catholick cauſe Far be it from 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to plead for 
or ſanguinary Jaws, or even negative diſcourage- 
ments for religious ds ny er not ſubverſive of 
the foundations of and civil 
Every faithful Sale oug nat to be pr 
in his religious as well as — rights, but i 
men's religion teaches them rebellion ; ard e-. 
very convert..t0-Pepery is hy principle an ene- 
my co the conſtitution of his counts Wu 4 
Js ve 8 70 his. Mej 's cron 
fy ſur government may Pre- 
eee al. Beſides cis a hn —— | 


(380) 
opery, and was decreed' in the xixth ſeſſion 
of the council of Conſtance, (4) that no faith is to 


Pe 


be kept with Hereticks, or Proteſtants; and our 
hiſtories abundantly teſtify chat where they 2 
had power they have religiouſly obſery 
appears by the violation of the Edi# of Nantes 
in France againſt the faith of the moſt ſolemn 
treaties, the maſſacres of Paris and Ireland, in 
which no ties of nature po — could pre- 
vent the ſtaining their hands with the b ood 
of their neareſt roteſtant relations; not to in- 
fiſt upon their many plots and conſpiracies a- 
the reformed religion in Englund, and 
particularly that wherein King, Lords, and 
Commons aſſembled in Parliament were to be 
blown up at once: only I muſt obſerve, that 
all the conſpirators were abſolved, and Gere 
their provincial, who performed the office, is 
commended by Bellarmine as à man of _—_— | 
* ſariRiry and holineſs of hfe. al 
But they tell us their natures are bel Fe 
ged, and their principles not ſo fierce and 
bloody as formerly. Are they ſo? Then may the 
Etbiopian cbange bis stin and ibe leper his How 
Have we already forgot the late cruelties at 
the numbers of Palatines that were driven from 
their native country purely for religion about 20 
| 8 ago, and the preſent uſage af the Saltæ- 
barghers'by their ſ al tyrant ——1 woult 
not fill your heads with imaginary 9 
but this I am ſare' of, Indu s uſed 
by numbers of priefts (even in — of a 
law that makes it deach) to undermine the 
Proteſtant religion. Bribes are given, and an” 


O Spank, E Ee. Hiſt, p: 1845. * 
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promiſes of ſupport and encouragement to the 


meaner people; catechiſms and books of devo- 


tion are privately diſperſed; - Maſs-houſes- are 
erected in ſeveral parts of the ci 1 — and i 
and prieſts officiate almoſt wi * 
they inſinuate themſelves into private e 

and kindly relieve the neceſſitous and diſtreſs d, 


on condition. of their living and dying in the 
boſom of the Catholick church. Theſe are the 


new methods of converſion. But ſhall Pro- 
teſtants be aſleep while the enemy is cutting 


away the ground from under their feet? Have 
we any concern for the reformed religion, for 
the liberties of our country, and for the wel - 

fare of our dear children and poſterity ? Let us 
then ſtand faſt in the liberty where with Chriſt 

has made us free. Let Churchmen and Diſſen- 
ters lay aſide their jealouſies of eachather, and 
bend their united forces againſt the common 


enemy. And may the wiſdom. of the legiſla- 


ture be directed to ſuch meaſures conſiſtent 
with the laws of Chriſtianity, and the natural 


rights of mankind, as may ſtrengthen the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt and effectually prevent the 


growth of a religion which would rob us of all 


that is dear to us as Men and Chriſtianss. 
The miniſters of Chriſt are obliged more 
eſpecially to appear in the front of the battle, 


not only to animare their E and arm them 
againſt the approaching 


read the Holy Scriptures, and uſe. the under - 


ſtandings God has given them to diſtinguim 


between truth and error; and by praying that 


2 ger, but to endea- 
vour the delivering theſe deluded ſouls out f 
the ſnare of the Devil, by perſuading them to 


God 


_ 

God would enlighten their minds, and give 
them repentance to the acknowledgment of 
the truth: but if after our moſt fervent prayers 
and kind endeavours for theit converſion, they 
will ſhut their eyes, and go on blindfold in a 
religion that has neither ſcripture, reaſon, nor 
common ſenſe to ſupport it; if they will pro- 
feſs allegiance to a foreign tyrant, and vow the 
deſtruction of their King and Country, hen 
their ſuperiors ſhall command them to the ſer- 
vice; we may then lawfully join in that form 
of prayer and thankſgiving appointed by Par- 
- lament for the fifth of November, before it 
was altered by archbi Laud. ' * — Be thou 

64ſt ill, O Lord, our mighty protector, and ſcat- 

tt ter our cruel enemies which delight in blood ; 

<« -infaruate- their counſels, and root out that 
_ & Babyloniſh and antichriſtian Sect, which fay 

e with Feruſalem, Down with it, Down with 

tc it to the ground. And to that end ſtrength- 

« en the hands of our gracious King, the no- 
« bles, and magiſtrates of the land, with judg- 
* ment and juſtice, to cut off thoſe workers of 
© iniquity, whoſe religion is rebellion, whoſe 
faith is faction, whoſe practice is murdering 
of ſouls and bodies; and ſo root them our 
< of the confines and limits of this kingdom, 
< that they may never prevail againſt us, and 
© triumph in the ruins of thy church; and 
<< give us grace by true and ſerious repentance 
4 to avert theſe and the like judgments from 
te us, for thy dear 'Son's ſake, out only media- 
4 tor and advocate; to whom be glory in the 
churches throughout all ages world without 
end. ann, 22 EU M © 
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